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A Well-Contrived Crime.
MINLUTE latter the deor
epened and Nats wod S
igite @spprared Mat  at
{ slght of them, The Cumis
instanty dropped his

lordiy alr and, in & tons of entire
familiarity, suelaimed, rapjping on the
lable:

“Wall, It's done'"

“Qolng on wall 7 asked the Hindoo,
also suddenly abandoning his inenner
of & wall trained servant

“Diny after 1o morrow, at 1 o'clock,
he will b here to eximins the jew.

eols, with the |itte miliion for the
comminsion bn il jocket!”

“And,”  queatianed fhim Hindoo,
“does he come alone ™™

“Eatirely  sione!  Things have

turned out aven better than | expect-
od. MUl bring i sl vilisp™ ® @

“Well planned!™

“Bo wae have pothing mors to 4o ax-
Capl niuke all thin fiscessary sifahgne
weits nut to fall in our joly, Ch, Gy
goud Nam,” he added, throwiog up
Lin arms, I long at last to have the
fortune! For ten years we lLave
lived, day after day, un expedients
and expeditions, with the perpestual
fear of being pinchel. I shouldn’t be
sorry to retire!”

“Pshaw!” repiled the other: “the
trade has  risks, IU's  true!  Dut
wouldn't you prefer to lead the pleas-
ant life of 4 society man rather than
have remained & poor little ballitts
clork in the arpthn of a provinee ! For
my part, don't you think I am bettsr
off to be a servant lu a good houss
than o breakor up of boats on tho
wharves of Marseillea?  Whataver
may happen to you in the future,
you've had ten yeuars of comfort, Life
i short. We must enjoy !

“Yes, You cortainly bad o right
fdea when you lovented the Mahara-
Jah and his jeweis, It givesa us uniuo-
fted credit everywheare, We owse all
the good shops. ‘The rest are only
walting for our orders! Novertheless,
thers ure days when 1 feel strangely
weary of playing this part and long
for peace of mind, 1 assure yol that
If we bhadn't found tils usurer Plucke
and his milllon, 1 would have sent iy
countship and the Muharsjah to the
deuce and dropped vverytlhing!"

“You know wery wall that that
wouldn't have been poassibiel  You
will now remain all your ilte Comie
d'Abazoli-Viscosa. I had trouble
snough In manufaoturing your official

papera!"
“Granted! DBut when, In conse.

quenco of the evenis of which we
shall talk presently, JHis Higliness has
withdrawn his confldence, 1 shall be
abla to disappear from I'arisian so-
olety and live as a gentleman-farmer
in some qQuiet corner and devote my-
sslf to agriculture and breoding. At
heart, you ses, 1 have aiways bad
rural tastes—1 dream of * * ¢
But,” he Interrupted himself, “this
lan’t the time to discuss suoh quea-
tons! Lot us attend to figures. How
much la our floating dabt?"

“Do you mean to setile 1t

I conslder that abaclutely neces-
sary. Nam. We must go without
jeaving anything conected with tha
past behind us. Bome day it might
oreats ussleag trouble.”

“pgreed. About two hundred thou-
sand france''—

#As much as that?' crisd ths
comte in surprise. ““What has be-
come of the elghty thousand francs
from the Bank of Hayt! lust year?

The Hindoo bagan to laugh.

“You have the soul of & born gen-
tlaman! You spend without reckon-
ing, and then ask whera the monoy
has gona! Oh!" he went on, “1I'm not
reproaching you for anything. When
a position ls to be maintained the
necessary sacrifices must he made!"

“I'll put up two hundred then—and
sow much of the milllon do you want

for share?"
s same amount. I'm not sxaot-
ing, am I

“It's @ fortuns In your country!
You will an lmmense conceasion
and ralse ricé on a tremendons sonin
In ten yvears you will have ten tmes

e sum!"’
m"’l‘ha only misfortunse s that I
might not gon back thers*

“Why?" asked the young girl, who,
until then, had remnined sllent

But Nam undonbtedly had reasons
which ho considerad it prudent to
kesp to himeelf, for his eyes wan-
dered and he answernd vagusly:

“Politienl enunen" e

“Ihera will be alx hundead thou-
sand franes left *ar Jullette and me"
sald tha Comta. AL 4 por cent, that
will glve an neoms of elghty thon-
sand franes, Rut wo are reasonabils,
uren't we, Julletta?"

Bha throw herself Infa his arms:

“gBince wo love each other, shinll we
mot always have snough?"

“Come, come,” crled Nam, *“no
jdayls just now! ‘Thersa are more ur-
gent matters to ba diseussed!  The

t affolr I8 to come off day after
~morrow, W must axamine eare-
fully to sea that there is no Impor-
tant point wa may have overlooked!"

*Nam,"” sald the Comte, “It's fear-
fully hot to-day; coull yon give us
something to drink?"’

& Hindoo hownd very low

21 make M lo Camte a eocktall,
receint of which was glven to ine

w“iﬂ Hi=hnoess himaelr”

A few minutes after all threa wers
ed before feed drinks and, while
wing his through o long yellow

straw, Nam bhegan:

“This Ia the thema of the manneus
wre—don't let tha expression surprise
a¥on," he crisd, langhing M1 Wi

cn a Bepoy!™ o @ @»

He went on:
*COranting that Baron Mucks will

. Fonocce of e “Nan Wiw Cowdd See Themggh Wols™
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®ald the L omate,

Wall stared Ywae
Peally cvugld e appear the e
el aWoiiad by the robiery. Lo iy
wpinbon, the fire (peralion proeents
e AiMcwity T e bron oviiveg hafs
I show Lith the sate Mo steps B
word mechankally o look at I A
thet meomend Nam ovines 0wt of his

ususl Niting plece. behind that cur
tain, and .« e 8
Thion,
that
s oifoe
e mllllon

with & greslure Indloating

s ours” he addsd

Twmpital,” answered Nam, without
movitg & muscie st the thought of
the erimm he was o commit In a0
cuwnsrdly & manner

“I#t um o on o ahapter two, 1
think the hest proof —perhiaps tha only
ehe—uf the dellvery of the jJewels

the signature on the contraoct and &

recoipt proving thelr delivery Into the
Baraon = handa® [

“MHuse you a speoimen of his hand.
writing”

| have kept the lettar in whinh ha
requented me to como to Rla houss
yoenter-ing i

YWell, tosemorrow  you ahall havs
vour recsipt, writian with tha samas
ik nnd the same pen, O Y adued
modently. *1 hiave A natural eift for
tmiinting handwritines. As for ha
contract, Ave minutes after 1t 1n tn his
note-casa, It will be well and duly
algned'™

"Your hand will not trembla®

“It naver tremhbles. Now for ahap

tar throe, That s the hardeat! The
hody in Iving 10 this roame <the mitllilon
in in the safe, What shall wo do
next?

“Hpeak, Nam!™ pid Julletta, breath.
lean from curios!ty,

“Next? We'll take off his olothes
and, in a Jiffy, I'll put them on; you
know that my flgura s aAlmost ox-
actle like the Haron's!  As to the real,
everything will he ready, wig, beard,
to makes ma resemble him. "Il defy
you to discover any Alfference! 1
might have madsa my fortune by giv.
Ing imitations of peopls In the musio

halia!™
“I'm not unoasy, Namn™ mald the
Count. "You haven't your equal for

knowing how to make up! T remember
tha dny vou want to cash that check
for eighty thousand francs at the Ho.
elete Goenerale, ax the agent of the
Rank of Haytl, The cashier know
him well, vot let himsolf he taken in.
You had imitated even his nervous
twitehiinge”

1"l go on. 8o I leave hers in the
eclothes and with the appearance of
Baron Plucks, [ go down stalrs with
my little vallse, While pasaing the
janitresa’s room, 1 take care to aay a
few words to her, thut she may re-
membor, later, having scen ma leave
the housa, [ fJump Into the cab whieh
l« waltitng for me, or [ eall one:
‘Priver, to the Mank of France!' On
the way, 1 ehange my mind. ‘Driver,
turn round, 1 want to stop & minute
at tha QOrand Marche. [ go In. The
erowd is deonse, It ia hard to move
about., The White Sule in golneg on.
1 skiitully take off my bonrd, my ro-
sette, and, If 1 enn, my wie. 1 hida
vallae under my overcoat

Thus red, 1 go out through An-
other OhOY Dan't worry, the enb
drivor, who has been  waltine til

nightfall, will not havea forgotten ms,
and his evidence at the police sta-
ton will boe the bhest of allbls!*

“Cloverly planned!” asssnted tha
Comte. “The Baron having left hers,
there 4 no reason to suspect us, Our
threshald, once crossed, we are no
longer rosponeible,are we? e hnd
only to aceept my offer to let my
valst accompany him on the box with
thoe conchman!™

“And the real Naron, while all this
e moinie on? questioned Jullette,

Tt won't be very diffleult to get rid
of him. At midnight I'll bring vup In
front of the house the auto earefully
Alegiined with ita number altered, To
put o hodv through a ground floor
window Into the oarriage 18 mére
chilid's riay for us three. The street,
as usial, will he deserted.”

“And suppose we should be seen?
Thern s a gna jet diroctly opposite to
the honuse™

“Don't worry, Tt will ha put out and
tha Aarkness will be ntenasn,

We shall have repfoced the Maron's
elothes, restored his note cass with
the slgned contract Insids, and his
vilise, Then, on renching a secluded
alley in the Dols de Vincennes, wa
will qulekly get rid of everything, and
shall merely have to return to Paris
by another way {n the auto, which
hns heen reatored to (ts ueunl appear-
nnes, and ronumbered, a little furthor
on, The next morning the Baron's
hodvy will ba found In tha thicket,
with his empty vallae by hin sldes, and

thers will ba no douht that he haa
boen lured into some ambush and
robhed. What ecould be mors eom-

men?™ he concluded, Inughing

“And 1 ehall po Yaneer have tha
responsihllity of Jaose NPty milllons
of gema!™ ehueckled the Comte,

“Rut, by way of campensation, we
mhall possass the large sum honestly
earned by the sweat of our brow,
Well, my friends, T think 1 have for-

gotten nothing ™
YN0 answerad the comte, “T nes
nothing but ehanes that could moks

us fall. And,
fur our llves."

“I'ooh!" ratortad tha other phlin.
rophlcally, “nothing venture, nothing
have! Huat what do you sxpect will
hippen to us? Is not everyvthing
mathemntically eombined? I'll anawer
for the whole affalr!™

*Well, lot come what may! And
next morning 1 proposs that wae start
for thn seshare ta enfoy n well-
varned rest, A fashlonable man, ke
myself, ought not to stay longer in
Paris, It's more than ten days alnce
thea tirand Prix.'

“Iet'a e aff to tha sea then, DBut
on ponditlon that our depurture shull
Appenr natural!™

\Why shouldn't It seam so?
wiilted

in that case, lonk out

I have
for the conclusion of an im-
portant business matter . . ., B4
soon a= It {s settled ['m off., Hut
never mind, whntover it may be, 1
swhnll Inform the janitress without ap-
pearing to make any point of doing
so."

“Than,"” addad the Hindoo, “all thia
will aid In making the slagant dapart.

. 4
h
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urs you demired. Made desperate by
the robLary of the jewels o your
charge, but for which, nevertheless,
yiou wers not responsibie, you msend
in your resignation to the Manarajah,
who accepts (t-and, disgusted, you
retire from Parisian life . . "

“And go to live In tha ownlr‘r:.
whera 1 shall marry Jullstte . . .*

O eried tho girl, her eayes
sparkling with Joy, "how happy we
ahnll bel*

“That poor Maharajah is the one
who suffers In all this'” sald Nam.
“He s robhed of his Nty milllons of

jnwels ., he doesn’t get tha Af-
tean  milllons he borrowed elther
luck!ly, ha Ins rich snoumgh to

bear such & hlow!"

While speaking
allvar hottls from the

“Will Monsiesur la
Httle of tha coektall T

“You, Nam!"

Then, raising hin glans:

*“To tha success of the plan for dAny
after to-morrow!™”  he  eried, nand
touching his ginss to Jullette's, added,
“And to our love!®

Nam had drawn a
all of ice,
‘omts have &

CHAPTER VL
The Secret of the Safe.

HE afternoon of the naxt

i day but one, as tha threa

nocampliees ant togethor In

M J tha offiee of the Mahara-

jah'a ropressntntiva, wait-

fng for tha honr of Naron Plucke's

arrival, the clook on the mantslpleco
wlow!ly strock two.

“The timns Is drawing near!™ oried
Nam, rining. "Does each of you
know exaotly what s to be done?
Julistte, you will open the door and

show the baron in herm , | J will
hida myself behind that hanging
s + + s« do you understand? ;
And remember—not tha  allihtest

slgn of an smotlon that would risk
evervthing, not the lenst hes'tatinn
* & & ghaolute coolneas, ah®
He had not finished tha sontence
when the bell announced a wialtor,
“Here he 181" oried the comts,
rushing tw the window. No cab had

stopped befors the door of the
house, Falthful to his habits of
soonomy, the baron had oome on
foot.

“S8o much the better!® muttered
tha Hindoo, entering his hiding
place, “Now there will be no fear

that the driver might have the bad
dsa of not recognlzing in the per-
son who will come out of the house
the mun who went in!*

But, an lnstant after, Jullstte ap-
pesared with an alr of great excile-
ment.

“It Isn't he!t

“What!" cried the eomte, '“Then
who s disturbing us at this tima?*

“It's hls secretary—m Young man
with black spectacios, 1 showed Lim
Into the drawlng room . . . What
ahall 1 tell bim?"

The comte stified a furlous oath,

“Phe schome has missed fire! Did
you liear, Nam?"

The Liiduo come out of his hiding
plnce.

“Paon't lot us loss our heads'” ha
kiald culmily “Wa will son, We must
recelve Wim and try to find out what
Lils means'”

Julimtte  Instantly showed the
stranger In,
"M s Uomts,” he began, “Baron

Plucks requosts me to bLring his re-
grety that he |s unabio to call In per-
"

“Is the haron 12"
sir Iut his In axtremaly busy

to-day, nnd It & impossible for him
I g0 out™

In spite of his aseslf-contrel the
comite turned pale. He had under-

stood. There |3 no business that can

stand in the way of making four mu.
Uons, He mads a great effort to re-
taln his obolness

“And he has asked you to appoint
another hour of weeting ™

“Nuo, sir.”

“You are the baron's secretary ™

“One of his secretaries™

“And you doubtless coplsd the con-
tract which he was to sign with me?"

“No, #ir, but 1 am soquainted with
the mattar'

Wil you parmit me Lo ask you &
question? Am 1 to ses In your com-
Ing a desire on the part of ths haron
nat to go on with the transaction?

Tha visitor yemained silent a fow
saconds, then he answered slowly:

“l know nothing of his Intentions.
But you are not Ignorant, sir, that
we may resolve one day to undsrtaks
A specilation—and the next no longer
find It Interasting!*

“Not Interssting " eried tha comta
In spite of himself. "A loan guaran-
tend by jewals worth Aifty mililons!"

"L sm making merely a supposti-
tion, sir.* A

“And which I place in the lander's
own hands!™

The youny man motioned toward
tha safa,

“Are thay here?”

“Hers, within reach™ . . |

The stranger pushed his glasses up
on his forehead, gnsed at the huge
stoel box o moment, and then sald
coldly:

“You are mistaken*

“"How misthhen™

““Thitt safe y empty.”

Ths comte could not repreas a ges-
ture of bewilderment,

“Empty T Hut, quickly recovering
his comnposure, he continued:

“Let ma toll you, sir, that such &
statement 1s an Insult to wme, | do
not belivve that Haron Plucks, whom
I eonslder o gentleman, would have
sent you to talk with me In this way
* & * (o Insinuste that the gems
upon which 1 win to arrange a loan
do not exist, and to accuss me of
awindling!"

“Hardon me, air,” replled the young
man, removing his glnases and plac-
Ing them on the desk by his alde,
“You misunderstand me. [ am only
miying that they are not, at this mo-
mant, in the safe.'

“And on what do you base this sup-
position?*

"Allow me not to Anewar your gues-
tion. It is Impossible to give you any
sxplanation at this moment. Rest
assired, howevar,” he added, “that
perhaps 1 shall moon tell you thinge
which will amaze you still more!"

“Indeed, alr—and who are yout™

“My name Is Lucien Delorme.”

Omn leaving the baron's houas he had
gonns downstalrs In o mood of great
perplexity, Had not his oyes decslvad
him? Had he really heen in the prea-
enca of onn of the Individunls whom
b woas seoking? It was diMcult for
ilm to admit, a priorl, that Comte
W Abngall-Vikcosn, the charming so-
olety man, to whom every drawling-
room stood opan, rould he A murdaer-
er! And yet—yut—ha had sesn—it
wiks impousible for him to be mis-
thken -~ unjess thoers was some extra-
oridinary coinecldencs that eould be
compared only  with the aocldent
which had made him suddenly en-
countsr the man who had a bullet In
his alkull!

Then, after having hesitated for a
whaole day over tha means to usa In
order to alhitatn easrtainty, he had tele-
phoned Haran Plucks  that  the
corte, foellng slightly 11, had re-
guested him to dater his visit until
wome uther day, and had gone bravely
1o the comta'a houms.

“Luctss DielormaT’ crisd the comte,
renrching his memory for the associa-
tion recniwd by the name.

“I'he man who occupled the next
room to Mre. Tankery, . "

The other leapsd to his feet,

“Mr4, Tankory?"

“Murdered ane night by two men—
the wtller one hnd & bullet In bis sakall

and the shorter onn in bis leg.
shall 1 go on, sie?

The comts, In o tous of quiet aar-
cusm, nnswered;

"It seena to me that T 4o remem-

1o

ber all that now. Are not you the
;um man who gave the pollos such
antastio detalls about the erime In
ths Avenue Mosart, and whom the
nawspapara called a drsamer? TYou
wara aven arrested, and then releanssd
as o madman."

“Certainly,” replied laoclen De-
lorme, emphatically, “But thoss mur-
derers whose description [ gave—
those murdersrs who carried a re-
volver én sach pookst—and who still
carry them.,” he added, looking In-
tently at his companion, “one of
whom had a ring on the ring Anger—
the other a watch in hia laft wvest
pockot, and who #till have them—
would you like to have me teli you
who they are?™

“] was going to ask, sirl”

Luclen orme had put his gray
felt hat on ths tahle, his chastnut-
colored overcoat and his yellow kid
glovem on the armchair and, standing
oreot, with folded arms, he gald:

“One, sir, in yourself! The other
Ia the man hidden behind that hang-
Ing, holding the fatal wire whioh he
used to strangle Mra, Tankery and
Ilaron Plucke-Strohs."

For an instant the comts stared at
Laclon Delorme in  bewlldarment,
senming to wonder how has ocould
know all this

“Hir," he sald, baughtily at last,
“1 agres with the pollce the pross
thut you are a lunstic. You don't

know what you are saying—I will not
discuss the matter with you. Aocouss
me, Comts d'Abazoll-Viscosa, of be-
ing & criminalY Come, come, that
would make all my aogqualntances
laugh. But [ do not wiah te retaln
the title of swindler which you mo

ratuitously beatow upon me. If It

» Impossible for me to prove that [
have murdersd no one, 1 Intend, at
loist, to give you a proof that the
Kems oxist, and that they are in this
nafe. 1 Intend to do for you what |
have never yst done for any one In
the world: 1 an going to show Lhem
to you!*

He spoke with such aasurance that,
for an instant, Lucten Delorms feit
doubtful.

What If he ware mistaken?

But no—thare was no error- he
had only to look around him——that
ampty s men who oarriad
in thalr very bodies an irrefutable
description—the revolvers with which
they were armed—ths stesl wire in
the hands of the man oconcealed be-
hind yonder portiers, ready Lo epring
out—they were undoubtedly two vil-
lains, capabis of the worst orimos,

With & rapid, cuutious movement
be felt tor the revolver ln his pocket

Meoanwhile the comts had quistly
taken w key from one of the drawers
in his dask. Then, after going to the
sufe and oarefully turning the knobw
soveral (tmes, he put It In the loock.

The heavy door turned on its hiuges.

Luclen Delorme tock a step forward
and, locking Into the desp chest, ax.
claimad triumphantly:

"“I'hera's nothing in 1It!"

No, said the comtis,
voles, “but don't be troubled, slr,
will not always bs smpty !

Then the young tuat realised the
full axtent of his lmprudance,

Suspecting the individual whom hae
had sesn in Baron Plucke's drawing
room to be the man he sought, b
hud come Lo lls bume to make surs
of the fact without thinking of the
dangoer he was running; bhe had gone
with bowsd head into & anare be had
sot for limself

Now he was ut this man's mercy

He rapldly tried to grasp the re-
volver in his pocket, determ!ned to
sell his lifs dearly.

There wis no time to do so. Tha
Hindoo had lesped from his hiding
place and seized his arms In n vise,
completely paralyeing him.

“Neoundrels!' he cried,

"He kind enough to sit down,
mnoered the comte, “mo that w
have a littls conversation.”

Then, after lighting & clgaratte, Lo
cantinued:

“"Don't you think, sir, that, after all,
life I8 a guesr thing? One day
wo do not know esach other, the

in a loud
It

nlr,
“an

next

we mest, ready
sach

other's throats
more gulstly wa should
aver, If we did not
realstible manla for
seives abuut what does not concern
us! [ do not yet umderstand your
motive for meddling with our sffulrs!
Are Suou & policeman? No, you are
too clumsy for that.
baron's adviser? Not that either!
You are not sven his wsecretary,
though you told me so just now.
You sea, alr, that | am well Inforied
Then by what right do you come LW
prevent we from carrying to s suc-
cosaful eud the speculation | had un-
dertakan? 1 don't know that you
reprasent public honesty? 5o you are
acting from s purely psraonal sta 4
polnt. And why™

Then, as Luclen Delorme did not an-
swer, i:. went on:

“In somn way, of whioch 1 am
Ignurant, you wern Informsd of oer-
tain pocullarities concerning the mur
dorers of Mrs. Tankery. You knew
details of the crims so perfectly mo-
curate that It might have beon sup-
pused you had witnessed the whole
scene, hidden somewhers In the rovm
Itsaif. What did you doT [Instead of
prudently keeping silent, you hed no-
thing more prossing than to tell the
whaole story o the pullve-~fmt mis.
take! You were arrested and, lst e
tull you, that you were in luck to
linve bean relenssd so oanily. lono-
cent men have besn condemned for
Inss than that! HBecund mistake—yuu
lent your assistauce, withuut any ns-
cessity, to Baron Plucks, who could
not consols himself for having, thanks
to us, Inherited a larges fortune, In
order to permit him to take up an old
affair that everybody had forgotten,
Third mistake-fnelly, ¥you came
here, to my realdence, to brave me
und daliver yourself to my vengsancs
with & boldneas that, undeubtedly,
procesds wholly from lknorance! llave
you never thought, alr, that there ure
secrata whoss waelght I8 heavy to
earry, and whose revelation may cost
thoss who hatray them very dearly?”

“I know,” replied Luclen Delorme
vehemontly, “that you are murderers
and, besides, 1 nosd for that discovary
only the stesl wire In your handa’*

“You have nothing 10 fear from It,"”
sald the comte In & Jeering tone, "It
s usad only for the unfortunatos
whom It In humane to maks suffer as
Hitle as possibinl A different punish
ment awnits tha Indiscrest- Ah! You
pon that safen do not eontaln jewais”
—Wall, alr, you will ook more closaly
stlll and raflact upon the danger of
maddiing with what doss not concern
yuu—ynour ssorat will remain shut up
thera through nll eternity ., , ™

Ludclen Iwiorme could no longsr
doubt the kind of horrible death
which awalted him.

to  rush et
How much
Hve, how-
have the Ir.
troubling  our-

hin criss wars atiflad in his
thront, The Ilindoo's Nngers wara
proased upon his mouth ke a tight
EnK

For an Instant tha twa aoeamplices
sned nnxlausly, thelr ears strained

ear any sound. Tut thelr vie
tim's despairing eall had not been
noticead They could work In all
wufaty

Viainly tha woung man, in a final
affort, triad to strugkla. Ha could not
enscapn from hin assallants, and was
quickly subdusd

The tussls was ahort., Half stifisg,
ha wan pushad vialantly Into the open
wifin  Thers wan no interior diviston,
nn cnmpartment that eonld prevent
him from sntering. It was a steasl
enMin, whosn sides would not even
allow hix crina o pass,

The door was closed on him.

The comte turnad tha knobs, than
e key In the lock, and, having ra-
Maced It in tha Arawar of his deak,

from which he had taken 1t a faw
minntan hofors, ha sat down in his
wrmehnle exclalming:

“Ah!"

“Now,' sald Nam ealmly, taking a
peat apponits, “tha moln thing is Lo
think the mnatter over; what do you
mean to do?*

“I am thinking of 1t," repllad the
oomts, At any rats, for a rulnag
busineas, 1t is certalnly thoroughly

| to go, the tmprudent faliow !
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aale . that we should e ar
res! le-murruw thal e wowid »
beavelged ' Yagu. plureses  Voeu

robbere pue are murdersrey  and et
be waan't swape vy suiw of 1t

“Prow. whigh puv conciude ™

That he has acind o s own (Hea,
wilhout Laving spoken of Lis lnten
tler W anpotie and fthal e can vlon
Wore mieay Bounbs

“He, I your oy 7. e name here
withoul even spouking of 1t 0 the
taron ™

Ceartainly. The baron, who 18 (=8
alimpdn, would have preventsd him
i doing s Without 1dking pre

cuntions, There wuuld have bLenn

[ pollon ofosrs In the nelghborhosd,

and we are (he vnes whoe would now
bhe oaught.  lut no, this “hap came
fo pour houss Y omake & ittie per-
sunal Investigation on his own ae-

| mount, and the turn of your sonver-

sation led him farther than he meant
el eve
tiw, he'w ot of those amatsur poliie.
i whe, besoming  informet goot
denitally of cortain (teme concerning
us, hisa longed 1o reveasl hbaeelf vy a
master atroke, & gren' detective, hy
dmovering single handed the crim.
Inain wpon whom, untll thes, the
whole fopes had heen unable to aslie
The race s not very dangsrous, and
we have no'ting to fear”

He ook up Luaien [wlorme's hat
and looked at the liniog, thea hia
averoant, which he exnmined at the
ik of the neck

L UWhat @14 | say ™ he ssdaimed,
“tatlor in Ba-hatter in Bu--“this fel-
| low who, landing stralght from lue
| provines In the Armelin houss, had
hin head turned by Mre. Tankery's
murder

“And how dn you explain  the

baron's nol coming ™

The Hindeo was about to answar
when Juliette came in, bringing a
telegram.

The comte eagerly opaned it and
utu.rvd a cry of astonlahment as he
reunad

“Idear 8Bir: | jaarn from your geo-

retary that you are il and oan-

not recelve e to-Aay, a8 was ar-
ranged,

“l bops it la nothing esericus
and remain entirely at your com-
mand. Yours very stncerely,

"PLUCKI"

“Whint 414 1 say ™ eriod Nam, "That
fellow presented hlmseif to the Baron
WE Yulr socrelary, just as be
himaelf off to you as the baron's
Dovan't  thils confirm In the most
slriking way all my conjsctures?’

Turning Wward the safe, he con.
tnued :

“Ho richly deserved what has hap-
pened to him.  Peopls who want to
plny the detective must be more cun -
uing than that'™

“Yea" roplied the Comie, "he's a
dreamer. Hut my poor milllon has
Kone all the same. Job deferred Ia
Job loat. Will the Baron take It up &
recond tHime ™

“Dont be a0 pessimistic. The
schen » s oo good to be dropped.
You must write him a pleasant note
saying that you really nre very 11l
and  your physician orders you to
leave Parls immediutely —on your re-
turn you will resume the negotiations,
Hy that time we will have got rid of
this spoil-aport’s body. The thing to
be done now ia to explain thin young
man's disappesrancs. e must not
bhe traosd hera—that might make mis-
chief. (Hva ma & pencil and a bit of
B per.”

Am: Nm‘l‘ wrote:

“I am killing mywelf in despair
because | cannot accomplish what
I have undertuken. Notify my
f:r!nilr.;'
"That leaves the fleld open for an

sxplanation,” ha -ld-—“lm what i:
hin name?

“Laclen Delorme®

Tha Hindoo signed Luclen Delorme,
then taking tha overcont, ha slipped
the folded paper into tha pooket,

“I'Il put 1t and tha hat on n alops
of the Qunal Yavel to-night.” he sald.
"I hope they will he found hy mome
honest permson who will earry them
to the polles station, Nut, for great-
or mafety, Alaginised an & peacepl
lounger I will wateh near by to ses
that _:hnv rench thelr destination, And
now.™ he added, turning toward the
I‘HN'L whio was lstening in silenes,
1ot nun o and pack the trunks, Tu

lette—wa Irave to.tmorrow for Ca-
houre.*

CHAPTER VII.
A Sensational Robbery,

EATED in a comfortable
rocking chalr on the ter.
race of his villa, Comta
aA'Aharoll-Viscoan, tha
morning after hin departurs

from Paris wan watching hetween
the puffs of hia clgarette, the sun-
biswma reflocted tn the blus wiaves of
the sea, whoas [1itle white testh were
gnawing the sand of the beach,
Huddenly a voles behind him roused
Jhim from his reverio:
“OFf what in M. 1le Comte thinking ™
Turning, he sow Nam looking at
him with an lrontcal expresstion,
“Iaean't the future appear to you
full of mennce ™
“T do not sen very well what we
hive to fear. Reason upon It s Hitle,
Is 1t our fault If the Maharajah
neaded money and comunissioned us
to obtuin 1t?  Am for this young man,
haven't wa afforded him the best
proofs of our loyalty in showing him

the Jewels whon he came to ses us
from lnron Plucke, just as wa are
ready tu do it for the latter? If,

selzod with remorss for having de-
celved himaelf greatly respooting us,
soolng his position us secretary on-
dangered hy no vexatious an error, he
nouht refuge In sulelde In the river,
Are Wwa to blome? No, no, calm yYour

seif, nothing Ix lost!™

“Kxcept the nulliun™
"Ah

A inlagram

[
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. Stevernson
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AMTE ARAROLL ViMYasA,
Viie Atiantie, Csbwurg
Bale p=iind duning the nignl
- wlivre Jem e s #l ek
foim ol cflinals  Fisass reiors
winediaie p tu slaie value of
§orbobom s g
CLAMANT. 1 ef of Lmiastive
MWures u
The deuce’” sacisimed the Hin.

bos, atcnsed in Bie turn
For am instant the t9e men
al mach het B elistice, .#
wondetiug iF they were drenining
What 4 all Lthis meen?
Well? the Cusnt ashed st last

‘A burgioar pioet I
“Are yuu lenorsat

tuule .|l01
wil ut

Plutas?
meraly thelr trouble for thelr 1
the safe was uwl,"

“Knpty? No ou forget thad »

mAG was shut up in HI1°
“That s true but thea"——
Hut this W very plain.
eotuion, siate valus of robbery,
Ing about any man (o there—ae

d:r_l“:n;I M‘hl-‘r‘
1 aune was ne loager thare'
Y he prob

ma. a8 the Ca:n :x :
[ nr=
j"u[_w‘:‘m?u that doort™

“Come,  that's l-rdtu!
could he have done It? He I-\t

devil|®

The morning papers vod.
Count snatohed one Or"ﬂ- a
read oud.

“To-night a burglary was commitéed
which, through the boldness with
which the eriminals operated,
Yalue of the stolen jewels, 4
thn perscnality of the loser, .
Boubisdly cause & profound public
senaation,

“We will give rapldly the flret de-
talis telophonad to us by the reperter
who was sent Imm taly 10 the

[ R

“It was about half-past -
o'clock. The janitor of No. m
Vemnlny''—

“No. 4" Interrupted Nam, whe was
listening Intently.

“No," sald the comta, “it really was
No. & Wailt, wng‘- there la o«
renson, I'll on, he Jauitor of
No. 6, lue Vessiay, who had gone tu
the "'Itltmur. Halot-Germain  leay-
ing, as usual, the cars of Lhe house to
bis wife, was returning when, pass-
lng the ground floor, he notived that
the door was cpen. The fact sur-
prissd him, bgcauss the tlenant, a
stratuger who had moved In & ahort
time before, was & man of
habita whu pever had evening
0: lh“- other hand, his two servaats,
who siopl In the apartment, always
cams in bofore 10 o'clock. Bo It ws.
extraordinary that this door should
not be clused. Seised by a sudden pre-
sontiment, he hastensd Into his room
to ol Lis revolver. Lkers another
surprise awaited him, His wife, sunk
back In a chalr, was a0 sound asleep
that, ln apite of avery effort, he could
not rouse her. On the table three
winsaes and a bottls of champagne,
atill balf full, showed that the wa-
fortunate woman must have been put
to sleep with the ald of a narcotic
by the criminals with whom she had
Lean drinlnuf.

“T'hen, taking counsal only with his
eourage, the Janiter, holding hie weap -

on In his band, sntored the d
floor apartment and, turning on the
slectrio lights, »et to work to

through all the rooas, At first -

Ing seemod unusual, except that the
placo waa deserted, There was no dis-
order, nothing was disturbed. He
valled, no one answered.

“But when he reached the
room, that |s, the one adjoining m
next house, he asw with amassment
lhnltl a large hole had Leen cut in the
wall,

“He went up to It, and his bewllder-
ment increased when he dJdiscovessd
that the opsning led to & buge safe,
which had been broken opes by
meina of Implements lying abandened
ot the floor,

N"Il: Imh ntly m'” embered that in
o, & that is, t next h .
kround floor was ocoupled m
AAbazoli- Viecosn, ex-embusay -
tache and, as everybody knew, =o
representative in Parls of the, -
rajah of ——"

"o on' Interrupted Nam Impa-
tinntly, “and gxet at once to tho faet;
1 know all your titles"——

The Comte ran his aye rapidly over
a few Lines, then he went on aloud;:

“Then the janitor understood the
whole affair. His tenant, as well as
the cook and valet, were nothing but
skilful wall eutters. Knowing tha'
the Maharajah's jewels were shut up
in Comte d'Abasoll-Viecosa's safe.
he had hired the adjoining d
floor apartment, then prol‘ludm
Comte's departure for Caboury,
where he owna a villa, to make, ae-
earding to thelr usunl procesdings, a
hole that led directly to the gems.

“But, aa all the windows were
grated, and the disappearance of
tha bars might have, perhaps, been
notleed, they guve & sleeping potion
to thn janitress, who had drunk with.
out distrust with the servanta whom
sho knew and who, having acocom-
plished thelr object. ecould pull the
bell of the box themselves and vanlah
In the darkness 1f they had not for-
gotten to shut tha door of their apart.
ment many  days would doubtless
hiava passed before the robbery was
dimcavernd

“He instantly ran to the juwtor of
Nao 4 und Informed Yim of tia fncts.
The lnttur had the keys of s ten-
ant's anpartment. Calling o police-
mun, all three entered. The comte’'s
wafe |a in hin private office, standing
awainst the partition wall of the two
houses, o fact undoubitedly known b
the eriminals and on which they ha

buidt thelr plan. * ® ® It seemed
Intuct, outwardly, and nothing re-
vealwl that the back had been re-

moved and
bl hanida

“Wa will glve, In another editlon,
new detalls eoncerning this remark-
whin  robbery which undoubtedly
amounts to several tens of millions;
the sxact amount cannot he pscer-
talned  untld the return of Comte
W Abszoll-V senss, who has bosn In-
formoed by the chief of the detective
burvau'

The Count and Nam held o hasty
cogsuitation, At s sl they set ogl
tor Varis.

(To Be Continued.)
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